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Cover Analysis

What color scheme is used in the cover art? Why do you think the publisher chose this color scheme?

What items are included Where is the title located?
on the cover? Why do What size, font, and color
you think these items are used for the title?
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Do you think this cover fits the story? Why or why not? If you could change anything about the cover
art, what would it be? Why? Create a new cover design on a separate sheet of paper.
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Protagonists:

Antagonist:

Setting:

Initiating Conflict:

Resolution:




Directions for Bookmark:
1. Copy onto cardstock or copy paper, one per student.

2. Students need to fill in the information on the bookmarl
have read the book.

- Protagonist: The main character the story is about.
- Antagonist: The characters or forces acting against the f
- Setting: The where and when the story takes place.
- Initiating Conflict: The event that sets the story in motion
- Climax: @al moment in the story, usually a turning point
protagonist.

- Resolution: The end of the story, most problems are res
time.
-Themes: Lessons learned or what the story is generally ¢
friendship, adventure, etc.

- Genrd&he type of book and why it is in this genre.

3. Glue the two sides together with a glue stick. You can
bookmarks if you want to make them last.

4. A great way to check overall comprehension of the boag

ENJOY!
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ENeil Ar mstefoéngbyi sNavy Minrbidmeo
Ch.-1

1. Why does Tamara describe Muscle Man as Ewormyé&? Wh a't

2. What whopper does Muscle Man tell Big Danny? Why do you think he does this?

3. What affet does Muscle Man have on other people (not includingTamara)? Why do you think this is?

4. What does Tamara plan to do to Muscle Man? Why?

5. Who is Kebsie Grobser? What does she have to do with how Tamara feels about Muscle Man?

6.Whadoes Muscle Man give Tamara in Ch. 372 Why canEt she

7. Where does Tamara like to go most of all? Why?

8. What qualities did Tamara like most about Kebsie? Why?




ENeil Armstrong is My UnbdmeEE& by Nan Marino

Ch. 58

1. Why did Tamara feel silly writing a letter to Kebsie? What would she rather do? Why?

2. What did Tamara do with the letter? Why?

3. Why doesnEt anyone know where Ke bn®iWhyoawhdnot?e r

4. How does Muscle Man help Tamara in Ch. 6? Why do you think he offers to do this for her?

5. What is a Egripeé? How do the kids of Rambl e

6. What gripe does MaryBeth have against Tamara?®s Vigtd, in your opinion? Why?

7. What punishment did Tamara have to serve? How did she feel about it? Why?

8. Why did Tamara give Douglas the nickname,
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ENeil ArmBhcbefé&i byMKan Manei no
Ch. 912

1. What is an LEM? What does it have to do with MaryBeth?

2. What challenge did Muscle Man make to the group of kids? Why do you think he would do this?

3. What two types of pople are there in the world, according to Tamara? Which is she? Why?

4. Who is Tim? Where is he? Why i snEt he coming home?

5. What is the weather like in Ch. 11? How does Tamara feel about it? Why?

6. Why is Tamara so upset that nealse bothered to show up for the game?

7. What secret does MaryBeth let slip to Tammy in Ch. 12? Why do you think she does this?

8. Are you surprised Muscle Man showed up for the game? Why or why not?




ENeil Armstrong iafo My UnbddmeE& by Nan M
Ch. 136

1. Why is Ch. 13 called, ENothing to Smile Aboutg&? Gi ve

2. What does John tell Tammy to do at the end of Ch. 13? Why? How does she react to his request? Why?

3. Whydo they have to deviate from the normal kickball rules for this game? Is it fair? Why or why not?

4. Why is the game called for the day?

5. What does Muscle Man give Tamara in Ch. 15? Does this change how she feels about him? Why or why not?

6. What does Big Danny save Tammy from at the end of Ch. 15? How does he do it?

7. How does Tammy feel about the game in Ch. 16? How is Muscle Man feeling? Why is she so bothered by him?

8. Why does Tammy say, eBTheEki HodoegiePt Waaenwhsesehwhref el




ENeil Armstrong is My UnbdmeEE& by Nan Marino
Ch. 220

1. Why does Tammy wait so |long before she reads KebsieEs
2. How does Tammy feel about Kebsie after she reads the letter? Why have her feelings changed?

3. What does the team ask Tammy to do in Ch. 18? Why do you think they do this? How does she react? Why?

4. WhyisCh8 call ed, E Tthee RMamb ICo mStsr eHeotnie? What happened?

5. Why do you think Tammy wrote to Kebsie again, even thd
get? Why?

6. What lie did Tammy tell to her brother, Tim? Why? Should she halve talth? Why or why not?

7. Why is Tammy upset there is laughter at VinnieEs funer

8. Why is Tammy the only one not crying at the end of Ch. 20? What is she waiting for?
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ENeitrAnmsis My Uncl eE& NameNan Marino
Ch. 224

1. Why does Tammy think Kebsie Eis turning into one giant

2. What one word from the letter does Tammy hold on to? Why?

3.WheredoesTamgnyo f or advice about KebsieEs letter? Why ? What

4. What does Shirley tell Tammy about notes? Do you agree with her? Why or why not?

5. How is the Simpson cookout different than the Grabowsky cookout? Which one would youenati®ew4iy?

6. Why does Tim leave so suddenly? Why are he and Marshall so upset with each other?

7. Why does the kickball game against Muscle Man end? Wh3g

8. What does Muscle Man do to helpRN&zarelli? Why? How does Tammy react to what she finds out about Muscle Man?




ENeil Armstrong is My UnNameEE& by Nan Marino
Ch. 2829

1. Why did Tammy punch Muscle Man? Is she justified in doing this, in your &gmi@ravhy not?

2. What is going on at the Grabowsky house? Why? Why canfH

3. Why does Tammy wish she was a Grabowsky?

4. What does Muscle Man ask Tammy in Ch. 27? How does she respond? Why?

5. Where does Tammy watch the firsbon walk? Why? Do you think this will change the way she feels about Muscle Man? Why o
why not?

6. What does Neil Armstrong say when he steps on the moon? What does Buzz Aldrin say?

7. What does Tammy want to remember from this night? Wh{28p.

8. How does Tammy feel about Muscle Man at the end of the book? Why?




Challenge #1 ( Nei |l Armstrong

Write a RAFT:

Role: You MG -
Audience: Potential Best Friends

Format: Job Application

Topic: Create an application for potentiast friends to
fill out. Think carefully about the qualities you want in a
best friend as you create the application.

Challenge #2 ( Nei Il Armstrong

Reading Response:

Do you have a nickname? If you do, where did/4
originate, who gve it to you, and why? What
nickname would you like to have? Why?




Challenge #3 ( Neil Armstrong |

Create your own kickball rule book. You should
Include information about positions, game rules,
equipment, etc. Make sure you alsdude a

section for unusual circumstances (like in the book).
Add illustrations to make your rule book more eye
catching to readers.

Challenge #4 ( Nei Il Armstrong I
Reading Response:

What do you personally think of Muscle Man
McGinty? Why? Would you want to be frie
with him? Why or why not?




Challenge #5 ( Neil Armstrong i

Write an obituary for Vinnie Pizzarelli based on the
Information you know about him and his family and
friends from the book. Be sute include as many
details as you can about him. You may want to
consult a newspaper for real obituaries to use as a
guide.

Challenge #6 ( Neil Armstrong I

Create a present day advertisement for the drink,
Tang. You will need to loolp this product on the
Internet to find out more about it. It was sold as a
drink for astronauts that regular people could buy.
You must use this information in your
advertisement. You can make up your own slogan,
or use theirs.




Challenge #7 (NeilAr mstrong 1 s My

Write a RAFT:

Role: MaryBeth Grabowsky

Audience: Invitees to her Moonwalk Par
Format: Party Invitation

Topic: You are invited to our Moonwalk Party

Use the information from the book so you can use the
correct date, time, anddation. You may also want to
iInclude some of the dishes that will be served during the

party.

Challenge #8 ( Neil Armstrong |

Create a Biography Board about an Astronaut! This
poster should contain information about their life from
birth to present day. Add photographs to fill space and to
create a welbalanced layout.




Challenge #9 ( Neil Armstrong i
Write a newspaper article about a memorable event from
space travel, space exploration, or a tragedy In space.
Your article should contain the: who, what, when, where,
why, and how of the event. You will need to research a
topic using books or the Internet. Add a photograph,
headline, etc. to your article. Be sure the date 0oy

newspaper is accurate!

Challenge #10 ( Nei Il Armstrong I
Make an interactive timeline of space exploration that
contains at least 15 important dates. You must include
Interactive elements, like (but not limited to): flaps to lift

up, 3D objects, and papps./
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Connecting Chapter Titles to the Story

| Mahe SX§ 3

0e bly

For each of the chapter titles, write a connection to the events and characters in the story. In doing
this, you will be actually identifing the main idea of each chapter.

Chapter Title

Connections

1: The Blizzard of
Yec o

2: Just Plain Wrong

3: Barbies Are A
DANI Qa

4: Full Moons, New
Moons, Waning
Gibbous

5: An In-Person
Friend

6: The Battle of Life




7: Banned

8: The Fourth of
July

9:2 KSy 2d

5

Eat Ice Cream, Eat
Your Words

10: Secret Powers

11: Just My Luck

12: Let the Game
Begin

13: Nothing to
Smile About




14: New Rules

15: Like Gold

16: Not Feeling It

18: The War Comes
Home to Ramble
Street

19: Shink. Shink.
Shink.

20: Vinnie Pizza




21: One Single
Word

22: Who Says You
I FyQid [ St
Television

23:2 KSy | 2
Stomach the Truth,
Try Some Cheese

Fondue

24: | Never Asked

25: The Last Note

26: Tang

27: Almost Reached
the Moon by
Myself




28: One Small Step

29: One Giant Leap

Which was your most favorite chapter of the book? Why?

Which was your least favorite chapter of the book? Why?

In which chapter do you think the climax of the story is located? Why?




Why do you think this author chose to use actual chapter titles, instead of just numbering the chapters?

What do the chapter titles add to the story, in your opinion?

Why do you think the author chose to use so many short chapters? Do you prefer shorter or longer
chapters in books? Why?

*BONUS*: Addh quick sketch or picture to as many of the chapter title boxes as possible. These pics
should reflect the specific content of the chapter.

17.YS0aASQa




Design Your Own Ice Cream Tru

Why was the ice creamick so important to the kids in the story?

Design your own ice cream truck below.

Why did you decide to design your ice cream truck in this way?




Pow!

What is Onomatopoeia?
ENeil Armstrong is my Une E & Ch. 1

Onomatopoeia is the use of words to imitate sounds /&

On page 1, the wo&hinis used to show the sound a Slinky toy makes as well as a
sound the main character hears Ecree|

Create your own word list with as magyamples of onomatopoeia as you can find.

Why would thauthor use onomatopoeia in their writing, in your opinion?




Onomatopoeia Poetry Name

Write a poem using onomatopoeia. Your poem siomi&n at least 8 lines and it
can be about anythingJse your word list when you are writing the poem.




Whats a synonym? Name
ENeil Armstrong is My Uncl eEEg

A synonym is a word that has the same meaning as another word.

Write a list of synonyms for the wordlES There are several givémoughout

the bool(lookon pagel).

Write a list of synonyms for the wordlI TTLE

Write a poem using eithkesor little and the synonyms that you found.




Whais hyperbole? Name
ENeil Armstrong is My Uncl eEEg

A hyperbole is an extreme osv@raggeration of a statement.

There are many examples of hyperbole in the story. On page 5, when Muscle Ma
claims there are millionsof dansdeblo i n Tamar aEs vyard, I
hyperbole.

Find as many examples of hyperbole as you can in the book. Write each one belg
and record the page number.




Coin Flipping Probability Name
ENeil Armstrong is My Uncl eEEg

The kid traditionally flip a coin to see which team kicks first in their kickball game

Theoretically, you have a 50% chance of flipping a heads or a tails. Do you think this is what wi
happerwhen you flip a coin 50 tinfesWhy or why not?

What is theprobability of getting heads or tails when you flip a coin 50 times? TRY IT! Record
whether you flip a head or a tail in the chart as you flip the coin 50 times.




D)
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What were your redts?

# of heads # of tails

% of heads % of tails

Were you surprised by your results? Why or why not?

Did your classmates get similar results?

Based on your results, guess what yaiil get (heads or tails) if you flip the coin one more time.

Guess Actual Result

Did you guess correctly?

Is the probability of flipping a coin predictable, in your opinion? Why or why not?

On page 70 in theook, the kids decide not to flip the coin. Why do they make this decision? Do
you agree with their decision? Why or why not?




Symbols of Loneliness Name

ENeil Armstrong is My Uncl eEEg
The author uses many symbols to represem feelings of lonelinesslere are examples of

three of them. Write about each symbol and its role in the story. Choose one to write a poem
about, be sure to convey the proper mood in your poem.

The lone dandelion in the lawn of the Graboveskihf.

The two men standing on the moon so far from earth.

Tamara standing alone in the rain on the kickball field.

~

*DonEt forget to write a poem about one of

loneliness.

t




TheEvolution of TV Dinners Name

ENeil Armstrong is My Uncl eE&g

The TV Dinner has beeousnd for a long time. When, where, and Hwmirthis
i conic item fr owriginaekRedeareh@he sistosy ofdhe TVO 6 O |
dinner anctreate an informational poster that displays your information. Include

the following information on your poster:

- When were TV dinners invented? ‘
- Why were TV dinners invented?
- Who invented TV dinners?

- What is the most popular TV dinner?

- How have TV dinsecthanged over the years?
- What are some of your favorite TV dinners?
- When were TV dinners at the height of their popularity? Why?

- Are TV dinners healthy to eat? Why or why not?

Try to include some interactive elements in your poster display. Thesadtion

elements could include: flaps, clay models, ¥t should also include eye

catching titles! Be sure to cite your sources!

Due Date:
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CharacteMotivations/Roles

There were many characters in the batlo impacted the main characters, Tamara and Muscle Man
McGinty, during the story Fill in the chart for each of these charactaswell as the main characters,
based on the context of the boals well as your own inferences.

Role:What was their role in the story? Why did the author include them in the story, in your opinion?
MotivationWhatwas each of t hemotivdtesby2ct er Es acti ons
Impact:What impact did he/she havetbe story and on the main character

Be sure to use the book in order to complete the chart. You may need to reread some sections. Examin
each character carefully in order to decide what you should write in each of these sections.

Name Role Motivation Impact

Tamara

Muscle Man
McGinty

Kebsie
Grobser




Mary Beth
Grabowsky

Big Danny

Shirley

Tm

Mr. Pizzarelli




Mrs.
Kutchner

John Marcos

Billy Rattle

Which character played the most pivotal role in the story, in your opinion? Why?

Which character(s) had the greatest impact on the events in the story, in your opinion? Why?




Why do you thinkamara and Muscle Ma@re able tdinally becme friends? What obstacles did they
have to overcome to do this?

Which of theseharacters was your most favorite? Why?

Which of theseharacters was your least favorite? Why?

Was the antagonist in the story a person or a forcéray against the main character, in your opinion?
Why?




Character Descriptions Name
ENeil Armstrong is My Uncl eEg

The author describes Muscle Man McGinty throughout the book, both through the eyes of Tamara and th
eyes ofothers in their neighborhood.

On page 1, Tamara describes him as Ea s-geai rrel
a

ol d. & She also refers to him as E slippery,

Why does Tamara feel thiaynabout Muscle Man McGinty? Are her feelings towards him justified, in
your opinion? Why or why not?

Find some additional descriptions of Muscle Man and write them below as you read the book.

How does the rest of thaeeighborhood feel aidduscle Man? Why are their opinions of him so different

from Tamar aEs?

What do you think of him? Why?
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Read each of the examples. Explain what type of figurative language is being used in each example and then
explain the meaning of the sentence and its place in the story. You can also tell why you think the author chose to

write each one.

pg. 1 ¢CKIGdQa 0SOldzasS GKS (i NHziuKskinkahdavragpingdtdel®arouhdyoud S S LIA V]
like a coiled-up Slinky.

Type:

pg. 5 Like snowflakes, the seeds twist and tumble before they find their way onto the lawns of Ramble
Street.

Type:

pg. 8 Mr.Grabowsky 3N} 6 & 2y G2 SIFOK 3IANI Qa KIyRX K2t RAYy3
about to fly away.

Type:

pg. 8 He glances nervously at his front lawn, where perfect blades of grass stand like soldiers in
formation.

Type:

*Choose one of these to illustrate on the back of this page.

dz
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Read each of the examples. Explain what type of figurative language is being used in each example and then
explain the meaning of the sentence and its place in the story. You can also tell why you think the author chose to

write each one.

pg. 10 L AKNXzZ tA1S L R2y Qi OFNB3>X odzi Y& &K2dzZ RSNA
Type:
pg. 14 G126 Ylye R2 @2dz KF@ST ¢l YFENIKé aKS Fala Ay
Type:
pg. 18 | hold back about a million tears, making sure that not a single one escapes and runs across my
face.
Type:
pg. 20 My first try sounds like a squeaky sneeze.
Type:

*Choose one of these to illustrate on the back of this page.

Y
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Read each of the examples. Explain what type of figurative language is being used in each example and then

explain the meaning of the sentence and its place in the story. You can also tell why you think the author chose to

write each one.

pg. 27 | seal up my misery the same way that | seal the envelope.

Type:

pg. 40 The way everyone is staring, youQR G KAyl G(KS K2fS gFa & oA3 |
Type:

pg. 49 tKS 20KSNJ {ARa R2YyONAYWAHIA QS (KKEE NI H2 yBR dzAd 1 5
Type:

pg. 49 G¢KS &adzaNFI OS 27 a0 R3zaR22 f a0 Ad2ASR ONB | Y D¢

Type:

*Choose one of these to illustrate on the back of this page.

Y
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Read each of the examples. Explain what type of figurative language is being used in each example and then
explain the meaning of the sentence and its place in the story. You can also tell why you think the author chose to

write each one.

pg. 53 I RSt AOA2dza FSStAy3a ONBSLA Ayluz2 YSzI tA1S
cones.

Type:

pg. 55 { KANI S& ¢ @Sa KSNIKIYyR G G4KS gAYyR263 | YR
water.

Type:

pg. 73 His words are like gold.

Type:

pg. 78 This pitch barely crawls over home plate.

Type:

*Choose one of these to illustrate on the back of this page.

L
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Read each of the examples. Explain what type of figurative language is being used in each example and then
explain the meaning of the sentence and its place in the story. You can also tell why you think the author chose to

write each one.

pg. 87 No, he is worse than that. He is burnt toast.

Type:

pg. 99 I olff lo2dzi GKS aAl S 2F GKS 2yS LQY K2t RAy3
Type:

pg. 100 Sometimes Billy Rattle has gravel for brains.

Type:

pg. 112 A hundred million bits of happiness wash over me.

Type:

T2
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Read each of the examples. Explain what type of figurative language is being used in each example and then
explain the meaning of the sentence and its place in the story. You can also tell why you think the author chose to
write each one.

pg. 147 We all sit down, facing the television, in a wooden booth---one that seems as sticky as the floor.

Type:

pg. 147-148 As much as | want to stay awake, my head feels as heavy as a twelve-pound bowling ball.

Type:

pg. 151 Instead, the moon is being shy, hiding in the clouds.

Type:

pg. 152 aNX¥ tATTFNBftfA INIFOoA&A 2dz2NJ KFyRa FyYyR K2fRA
Type:

*Choose one of these to illustrate on the back of this page.
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Vocabulary Words

/\[/ » tNeil Armstrong is My Uncle é°
N\ : -
\@/) By: Nan Marino
Write a definition for each word using your own words based on

the context within th e book. Choose words from the text for the
blank boxes and include a definition in your own words.

phony Page puny Page

solemn Page ricochets Page

rummage Page Interchangeable Page




gripe Page coincidence Page

flaunt Page gape Page
ousted Page crooning Page
encore Page snicker Page




sacred Page bellowing Page
summon Page measly Page
torrential Page smirk Page
trounced Page humiliation Page




collide Page respectable Page

strategy Page repulsive Page

technique Page snivels Page

exaggerated Page anxious Page




amnesia Page lame Page

captivated Page sanitary Page

tuition Page obsessed Page

regret Page pummel Page




replica Page excursion Page

trellis Page compulsive  Page

desolation Page Page

Page Page




Page Page
Page Page
Page Page
Page Page




Vocabulary Word Locations
Isbn #9780-545-2399%4

Phony pg. 1

puny Pg. 3

solemn pg. 11
ricochets pg. ¥
rummage pg. 25
interchangeable pg. 33
gripe pPg. 36
coincidence pg. 38
flaunt pg. 39
gape pg. 41
ousted pg. 44
crooning pg. 45
encore pg. 46
snicker pg. 50
sacred pPg. 52
bellowing pg. 56
summon pg. 57
measly pg. 63
torrential pg. 66
smirk pg. 69
trounced pg. 73
humiliation pg. 74
collide pg. 79
respectable pg. 87

strategy pg. 87

In the Book




repulsive pg. 88

technique pg. 90

snivels pg. 90

exaggerated pg. 91

anxious pg. 98

amnesia pg. 104
lame pg. 112
captivated pg. 116
sanitary pg. 119
tuition pg. 120
obsessed pg. 121
regret pg. 127
pummel pg. 131
replica pg. 136
excursion pg. 137
trellis pg. 142
compulsive pg. 146

desolation pg. 147




